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SITE MANAGEMENT MEASURES

Concrete Washout

Concrete washout areas are
designated locations within
a construction site that are
either a prefabricated unit
or a designed measure that
is constructed to contain
concrete washout. Concrete
washout systems are typi-
cally used to contain wash-
out water when chutes and
hoppers are rinsed following

Purpose

delivery.

Concrete washout systems are implemented to reduce the discharge of pollutants
that are associated with concrete washout waste through consolidation of solids
and retention of liquids. Uncured concrete and associated liquids are highly alka-
line which may leach into the soil and contaminate ground water or discharge to
a waterbody or wetland which can elevate the pH and be harmful to aquatic life.
Performing concrete washout in designated areas and into specifically designed
systems reduces the impact concrete washout will have on the environment.

Specifications

Site Management
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Complete construction/installation of the system and have washout locations
operational prior to concrete delivery.

Do not wash out concrete trucks or equipment into storm drains, wetlands,
streams, rivers, creeks, ditches, or streets.

Never wash out into a storm sewer drainage system. These syslems are typi-
cally connected to a natural conveyance system.

Where necessary, provide stable ingress and cgress (see Temporary Con-
struction Ingress/Egress Pad on page 17).

[t is recommended that washout systems be restricted to washing concrete
from mixer and pump trucks and not used to dispose of excess concrete or
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residual loads due to potential to exceed the design capacity of the washout
system. Small amounts of excess or residual concrete (not washout water)
may be disposed of in areas that will not result in flow to an area that is to be

protected.

Install systems at strategic locations that are convenient and in close prox-
imity to work areas and in sufficient number to accommodate the demand for

disposal.

Install signage identifying the location of concrete washout systems.

Location

Locate concrete washout systems at least 50 feet from any creeks, wetlands,
ditches, karst features, or storm drains/manmade conveyance systems.

To the extent practical, locate concrete washout systems in relatively flat
areas that have established vegetative cover and do not recetve runoff from

adjacent land areas.

Locate in areas that provide easy access for concrete trucks and other
construction equipment.

Locate away from other construction traffic to reduce the potential for
damage to the system.

General Design Considerations

The structure or system shall be designed to contain the anticipated washout
water associated with construction activities.

The system shall be designed, to the extent practical, to eliminate runoff
from entering the washout system.

Runoff from a rainstorm or snowmelt should not carry wastes away from the
washout location.

Washout will not impact future land uses (i.e., open spaces, landscaped ar-
eas, home sites, parks).

Washout systems/containment measures may also be utilized on smaller
individual building sites. The design and size of the system can be
adjusted to accommodate the expected capacity.

Prefabricated Washout Systems/Containers

Self-contained sturdy containment systems that are delivered to a site and
located at strategic locations for concrete disposal.
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e These systems are manufactured to resist damage from construction equip-
ment and protect against leaks or spills.

e Manufacturer or supplier provides the containers. The project site manager
maintains the system or the supplier provides complete service that includes

maintenance and disposal.

e Units are often available with or without ramps. Units with ramps lend them-
selves to accommodate pump trucks.

e Maintain according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Designed and Installed Units

These units are designed and installed on site. They tend to be less reliable than
prefabricated systems and are often prone to failure. Concrete washout systems
can be constructed above or below grade. It is not uncommon to have a system

that is partly below grade with an additional containment structure above grade.

e Washout systems shall utilize a pit or bermed area designed and maintained
at a capacity to contain all liquid and concrete waste generated by washout
operations.

e The volume of the system must also be designed to contain runoff that drains
to the system and rainfall that enters the system for a two-year
frequency, 24-hour storm event.

m Below Grade System

¢ A washout system installed below grade should be a minimum of ten
feet wide by ten feet long, but sized to contain all liquid and waste
that is expected to be generated between scheduled cleanout periods.
The size of the pit may be limited by the size of polyethylene
available. The polyethylene lining should be of adequate size to
extend over the entire excavation.

¢ Include a minimum 12-inch freeboard to reasonably ensure that the
structure will not overtop during a rain event.

¢ Line the pit with ten millimeter polyethylene lining to control seepage.
¢ The bottom of excavated pit should be above the seasonal high water
table.
m Above Grade System

¢ A system designed and built above grade should be a minimum of
ten feet wide by ten feet long, but sized to contain all liquid and waste
that is expected to be generated between scheduled cleanout periods.
The size of the containment system may be limited by the size of
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polyethylene available. The polyethylene lining should be of
adequate size to extend over the berm or containment system.

¢ The system design may utilize an earthen berm, straw bales,
sandbags, or other acceptable barriers that will maintain its shape
and integrity and support the polyethylene lining.

¢ Include a minimum four-inch freeboard as part of the design.

Washout Procedures

Do not leave excess mud in the chutes or hopper after the pour. Every effort
should be made to empty the chutes and hopper at the pour. The less material
left in the chutes and hopper, the quicker and casier the cleanout. Small
amounts of excess concrete (not washout water) may be disposed of in areas
that will not result in flow to an area that is to be protected.

At the washout location, scrape as much material from the chutes as possible
before washing them. Use non-water cleaning methods to minimize the
chance for waste to flow off site.

Remove as much mud as possible when washing out.

Stop washing out in an area if you observe water running off the designated
area or if the containment system is leaking or overflowing and ineffective.

Do not back flush equipment at the project site. Back flushing should be
restricted to the plant as it generates large volumes of waste that more than
likely will exceed the capacity of most washout systems. If an emergency
arises, back flush should only be performed with the permission of an on-site
manager for the project.

Do not use additives with wash water. Do not use solvents or acids that may
be used at the target plant.

Materials

Minimum of ten millimeter polyethylene sheeting that is free of holes, tears,
and other defects. The sheeting selected should be of an appropriate size to
fit the washout system without seams or overlap of the lining (designed and
installed systems).

Signage.
Orange safety fencing or equivalent.

Straw bales, sandbags (bags should be ultraviolet-stabilized geotextile
fabric), soil material, or other appropriate materials that can be used to
construct a containment system (above grade systems).
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Metal pins or staples at a minimum of six inches in length, sandbags, or
alternative fastener to secure polyethylene lining to the containment system.

Non-collapsing and non-water holding cover for use during rain events
(optional).

Installation

Prefabricated Washout Systems/Containers

Install and locate according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Designed and Installed Systems

October 2007

Utilize and follow the design in the storm water pollution prevention plan to
mstall the system.

Dependent upon the type of system, either excavate the pit or install the
containment system.

A base shall be constructed and prepared that is free of rocks and other
debris that may cause tears or punctures in the polyethylene lining.

Install the polyethylene lining. For excavated systems, the lining should
extend over the entire excavation. The lining for bermed systems should be ;
installed over the pooling area with enough material to extend the lining over '
the berm or containment system. The lining should be secured with pins, sta-
ples, or other fasteners.

Place flags, safety fencing, or equivalent to provide a barrier to construction
equipment and other traffic.

Place a non-collapsing, non-water holding cover over the washout facility
prior to a predicted rainfall event to prevent accumulation of water and
possible overflow of the system (optional).

Install signage that identifies concrete washout areas.
Post signs directing contractors and suppliers to designated locations.

Where necessary, provide stable ingress and egress (see Temporary
Construction Ingress/Egress Pad on page 17) or alternative approach pad
for concrete washout systems.
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Maintenance

e Inspect daily and after each storm event.

e Inspect the integrity of the overall structure including, where applicable, the
containment system.

e Inspect the system for leaks, spills, and tracking of soil by equipment.
e Inspect the polyethylene lining for failure, including tears and punctures.
e Once concrete wastes harden, remove and dispose of the material.

e Excess concrete should be removed when the washout system reaches
50 percent of the design capacity. Use of the system should be discontinued
until appropriate measures can be initiated to clean the structure. Prefabri-
cated systems should also utilize this criterion, unless the manufacturer has

alternate specifications.

e Upon removal of the solids, inspect the structure. Repair the structure as
needed or construct a new system.

e Dispose of all concrete in a legal manner. Reuse the material on site, recycle,
or haul the material to an approved construction/demolition landfill site.
Recycling of material is encouraged. The waste material can be used for
multiple applications including but not limited to roadbeds and building.

The availability for recycling should be checked locally.

e The plastic liner should be replaced after every cleaning; the removal of
material will usually damage the lining.

e The concrete washout system should be repaired or enlarged as necessary to
maintain capacity for concrete waste.

e Concrete washout systems are designed to promote evaporation. However,
if the liquids do not evaporate and the system is near capacity it may be
necessary to vacuum or remove the liquids and dispose of them in an accept-
able method. Disposal may be allowed at the local sanitary sewer authority
provided their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits
allow for acceptance of this material. Another option would be to utilize a
secondary containment system or basin for further dewatering.

e DPrefabricated units are often pumped and the company supplying the unit
provides this service.

e Inspect construction activities on a regular basis to ensure suppliers, contrac-
tors, and others are utilizing designated washout areas. If concrete waste is
being disposed of improperly, identify the violators and take appropriate
action.
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e When concrete washout systems are no longer required, the concrete wash-
out systems shall be closed. Dispose of all hardened concrete and other mate-

rials used to construct the system.

e Holes, depressions and other land disturbances associated with the system
should be backfilled, graded, and stabilized.
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Concrete Washout (Above Grade System) Worksheet
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Concrete Washout (Below Grade System) Worksheet
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Are You Compliant?

Outpak Concrete Washout® unit is designed to be a portable solution for
harmful industrial concrete sediment, paint, dry wall mud, stucco, and
mortar. With Outpak Concrete Washouts your job site will be organized,
eco-friendly, and BMP compliant to avoid costly fines. They are designed for
a simple and quick set-up in minutes and can remain for the duration of the
project. Outpak Concrete Washout is compatible for both mixer, pump trucks
and wheel barrows. Dispose of after evaporation and job completion.

Easy Setup Corrugate Washout

AR RS T e Outpak Corrugate Washout is a

gl Universal, “portable” washout. Good
for mixer truck, and wheel barrow
washout containment. Dispose of
after job completion.

6x6 Outpak Washout holds up
to 1.3 cubic yards of concrete
and waste water.

945-123404 j 4’ x 4' x 14°h Corrugate Washout 0.68 cu yds 10 Washouts 10 Ibs.

945-123406 | 6'x 6 x 12"h Corrugate Pump Washout | 1.33 cu yds 15 Washouts 16 Ibs.
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